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Dear reader,

As the COVID pandemic is still unfolding, we have immersed ourselves in online
activities, which is of great benefit to the progress of our Actamce the last
newsletter in summer 2021, COST has made it possible to/wtteal Mobility
Grants. SOUND control has taken full advantage of this, and five grants have
been awarded between July and October. In this newsletter you can read more
about the research that was conducted on virtual mobilities. In addition to
regular online working groups and core group meetings, our activities included
webinarson the animal health economics and comparison of outaged
surveillance methodologies. All our webinars were recorded and can be
accessed viaur websiteor directly onour YouTube channehn important
milestone was reached with the completion of #pecial issue on control and
eradication programmes for cattle diseasashich was very successful.

At the moment we have just started our fourth and final grant period. For the
coming year, we are planning a variety of different activities. Everyone who
wants to be actively involved is welcome to apply f¥firlual Mobility Grantor

a Short TernScientific Missioand participate inour eventsvery interesting
webinars, a training school on scenario tree modelling and a final (hopefully)
live conference.

We are very proud of our active network, which consists of many members who
dedicate their time to work on our SOUND control objectives. | hope you will
enjoy reading this newsletter and get an overview of the activities we are
working on.

Best wishes,

Inge SantmasBerends Royal G[the Netherlands
Chair COST Action SOUND control CA17110



http://www.sound-control.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyLLEpMF_LElyzRHpCJH4fQ
https://sound-control.eu/open-calls/virtual-mobility-grants/
https://sound-control.eu/open-calls/stsms/
https://sound-control.eu/meetings-events/

Ashort update

SOUNLxontrol final year

Our COSTActionis comingto an end. Officially,we will end
our activitieson 28 October 2022 However,we have the
posibilty to apply for an extensionto the COSTAction,
which, if approved,would allow usto extendour final grant
period by 6 months, during which we can spend any
remainingfunds and completeour plannedactivitiesin the
current SOUNDcontrol community We will keep you
informedof anynewsin the Newssectionof our website

50yearsof researchnetworks

Thisyear, COSTelebratedits 50" anniversaryTo
mark the occasion,a number of activities were
preparedto showcaseand celebratethe workings
and results of successfulcollaboration between
researchersn Europeand beyond Amongother
things, COShasprepareda videoin whichyoung
researcherdalk about their experienceswith the
COSTprogramme The work of SOUNDcontrol
caught their attention and they invited our
ScienceCommunicatiorManagerto tell her story.
Watchthe shortor longtestimonieshere.

COSTew corporateidentity

COS®nd the EuropeanCommissiorsigned
the COST Horizon Europe Framework
PartnershipAgreement Accordingly,some
of the guidelinesand documentshavebeen
adapted and updated, including the new
corporate identity. When disseminatingor

communicating about SOUND control

e noen activities,pleaserefer to the new guidelines
for acknowledgemenof COSTunding



https://www.cost.eu/uploads/2021/11/COST_actions-guidelines2021_211019.pdf
https://50years.cost.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmJmrbVgdo0&t=41s&ab_channel=COST-EuropeanCooperationinScienceandTechnology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxkiWfsyEh8&ab_channel=COST-EuropeanCooperationinScienceandTechnology
https://sound-control.eu/news/

Impactof our COSRAction

Werun specialissuein Frontiersfrom 28 Julyto 30 April 2021

WI NiEfin GethmannGermany

In the journal Frontiersin Veterinary Science,
we run a ResearchTopic Global Control and
EradicationProgrammegor CattleDiseases

Theaim of this specialissuewasto improvethe
knowledge of control and eradication
programmes(CPs¥or cattle diseasesn Europe
and beyond, with a specialfocus on diseases
that are not subject to any or only limited
mandatoryregulatiors in the EU,i.e. classified
asC,D, Eor not listed in the new AnimalHealth
Law(AHL) In total, 30 papersfrom 37 countries
covering31 different cattle diseasedavebeen
published

The studiescan be groupedinto the following
broadresearchareas

1. overview of country specific CB and
prevalenceof cattle diseasegn =22),

2. developmentof online datatools to collect
and/or assess epidemiological data for
cattlediseasegn =3),

3. systematic reviews of risk factors for
diseaseintroduction into cattle herds (n =
1), and

4. effectiveness of different sampling
materials for detecting infected animals
and immune responsesof animals after
vaccination(n =3).

Hodnik et al. (2021) provided the most
comprehensive review of CRB for cattle
diseasef interest Furthermore,a systematic
review of risk factors for the introduction of
bovine herpes virus 1 was conducted by
Waldecket al. (2021). Other papers include
the national situation of different cattle
diseasegRoch& Conrady 2021, Bauermann&
Ridpath 2021, Guelbenzu et al, 202
Mandelik et al., 2021); the existence and
quality of data (Rapaliuteet al., 2021); a tool
for output-basedsurveillance(van Roonet al.,
2021); the comparisonof sampling methods
(Pohjanvirtaet al., 2021); or the analysisof
control strategies(Polaket al., 2021; Nielsenet
al, 2021 Huseret al., 2021, Toplak et al.,
2021).

All the papersin this researchtopic reflect the
greatefforts to improveknowledgeandfill gaps
in the literature on cattle disease .

The SlovenianSwisgrojectstartedon 1 Decembef021

TanjaKnifig Slovenia

It all started on 4 May 2020 when [ dzRedro
Carmo from the Swiss SOUNDcontrol team
emailedthe Slovenianteam askingif we were
interested in applying for the Lead Agency
funding opportunity offered by the CHand Sl
researchagenciesAfter someonline meetings,
emails and working on documents via MS
Teams,we refined our project proposaltitled
Paratuberculosisin dairy cattle: communal
pasture implications, economic analysis and
stakeholdersengagement

We aim to develop a bioeconomicstochastic
model at the dairy herd level, including
farmers' perceptions,basedon empirical data
from a casecontrol study conductedin SI A
detailedsurveyof risk factorswill be conducted
in a casecontrol study in CH, which will also

identify potential control options The role of
shared pastures will be explored through
extensivesamplingof herdsin Sl, a survey of
risk factors, whole genome sequencingand
network analysis In CHthe cattle movement
network will also be explored To investigate
the feasibility and acceptability of possible
control measures,we will use participatory
methods Our transdisciplinaryapproach will
deepenour understandingof the patterns and
drivers of stakeholders'perspectiveswhich is
crucialfor developingsustainableand efficient
solutionsto complexanimalhealth problems

The project hasbeenacceptedand will run for

threeyears

&——



https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/15433/global-control-and-eradication-programmes-for-cattle-diseases#overview
http://www.arrs.si/en/medn/vodilna/

SOUND contrd\nnualonlinemeeting on 9 November 2021
with participantsfrom all over Europeand Canada

Pastevents

29 October2018 ManagementCommittee(MC)meeting BrusselsBelgium

21 January2019 MC,WGL and WGb meetings Porto,Portugal

2526 March2019 MCandmeetingsof all WGs Utrecht, TheNetherlands
5 Septembe2019 WGL meeting InvernessUnitedKingdom
4¢5 November2019  Annualmeeting Zurich Switzerland

23 January020 W& workshopand CGmeeting Warsaw Poland

6 March2020 WGL meeting London,UnitedKingdom
9¢10November2020 Annualmeeting Online

1¢2 February2021 1sttrainingschool Online

3 February2021 WebinarEvaluatiorof surveillancesystemsy MarisaPeyre

30 April 2021 WebinarStorytellingoy TanjaKnific,9 3 & IS LI &nkl\WA( @dthmann
18June2021 WebinarTheSTO@eemodelby! dzNJSMa#oBasse

22¢23June2021 Annualmeeting Online

9¢10 September 2021WG4 and WG#orkshops Online

9¢10 November 2021 Annualmeeting Online

14 September 2021 WebinarAnimalhealtheconomicdy WilmaSteeneveld
1 December 2021  WebinarAgentbasedmodelfor BVvD6 & WI NJ/ dndBlaskBalssgty

Plannedevents

28 January2022 WebinarNewAnimalHealthLawby Maria Guelbenzu
beginningof March2022 WebinarCOSActionHARMONYy PolychroniKostoulas
beginningof June2022 TrainingschoolScenaridree modelling Ljubljana

13¢14 Septembe2022 FinalSOUNLzontrol conference faceto-face


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VW_KcB5I-PU&t=1268s&ab_channel=COSTActionSOUNDcontrol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFN2COOmn2A&t=1376s&ab_channel=COSTActionSOUNDcontrol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kirKrGdql_g&t=115s&ab_channel=COSTActionSOUNDcontrol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VJ2VcwM7vk&t=4s&ab_channel=COSTActionSOUNDcontrol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGBqvdyJUkE&t=1s&ab_channel=COSTActionSOUNDcontrol
https://harmony-net.eu/

Membersand their experiences

d joined the SOUNDcontrol at the beginningof the pandemic
Nevertheless| had a good opportunity to develop myself by
meeting and learning from colleagues about the different
methodologiesand the most up-to-date information used in
different Europeancountries regarding animal disease control
programs Data on the statusof Kosovanot previouslyavailableis
now includedin someof the publishedarticles | strongly believe
that experiencesaand knowledgefrom different countriesshould
be shared and easily accessibleto all interested groups, and
SOUNL[ontrolis oneof the bestexamplef this approache
Mentor ALISHANIKosovo (ECI, NNC)

oBeingpart of SOUNLxontrol is a great opportunity
for me as an early carrier investigator It givesme
the chanceto collaboratewith and learn from the
representativesfrom other institutes or universities
throughoutEurope | had the amazingopportunityto
be involvedin a VM grant whichwas an experiencd
recommendto everyone This VM gave me the
possibilityto improve my speaking,organizingskills
and acquireknowledgeregardinghealth of calvesin
the EU | am gladto be part of this great Actiong
ElenalRMIA Romanig ECI|TC)

GThe pandemichinderedour possibilitiesto meet
(not only betweengroup members,but also with

relevantstakeholdersand to conductSTSMThis
had a substantial impact in Working Group 4
activitiesduringa critical momentof our plan. The
VM grants were an excellentmechanismto keep
the wheelsin motion. | had the opportunity to

conducta VM myself Theonline setting allowed
me to collaboratewith SOUNDcontrol members
and other VM granteesbasedin variousplacesin

Europe We made some good progressthat will

shapeour activitiesin the nextgrant period'd

[ dzNa t S R,\Ritzdrlana/(&EQI)



https://sound-control.eu/participants/

Summanwof STSMandVMsconductedbetweenMarch
andOctober2021

Researcher  Home institution Host institution ~ Topic Duration

Virtual mobility grants

Metin Petek  BursaUludag / A review to describe the cattle 21 days
University,Turkey export supply chains in Europe
dzNa t ¢ University of Bern, / Development of theory of 61 days
Carmo Switzerland change model
Elena lrimia Research and / Controlprogranmes to support 83 days
Development dairy calves health across EU
Institute of Bovine member states
Balotestj Romania
RachelCerf ¢ A SNNNJ Gt / Review the scientific and grey 81 days
Hochschule literature to identify the
Hannover, stakeholders who make
Germany decisions about cattle imports
in Europe
LenaMari Swedish University / Creating SOUND control videc 49 days
Tamminen of Agricultural content

Sciences, Sweden

Short Term Scientifidlissions

Madalina Research and University of Finalizing a data collection too 21 days
Mincu Development Thessaly, Greece for input data to model the
Institute for Bovine freedom of controlled cattle
Balotestj Romania diseases
Gary Delalay Federal Food Safet Norwegian Review on the use of decision 21 days
and Veterinary Veterinary tree models for animal health

Office, Switzerland Institute, Norway surveillance purposes



https://sound-control.eu/open-calls/stsms/
https://sound-control.eu/open-calls/virtual-mobility-grants/

STSMarticipantand VM grantreceivers
andtheir experiences

aln this VM activity, | worked on reviewingscientificand grey
literature to describethe cattle exportsupplychainsin Europel

learned a lot about different control measuresfor different

cattle diseases during the activity. It was an excellent
opportunityand a great experiencdor me, and a big chanceto

build new collaborations with the other SOUND control

members | would like to say a big thank you to John
Berezowskil.uisPedroGomesDe Carmo,and Maria Guelbenzu
for their valuablesuggestion®n the VM projecté

Metin PETEKTurkey (ITC)

oBeingFrenchand studyingveterinarymedicine
in Germany,| alwayswanted to take part in a

Europearproject Havingbeenintroducedto the

SOUNDxontrol in January2021, | was eagerto

get involved The VM grant allowed me to

combinemy examyear with my participationin

this project Thisactionallowedmeto meetnew
peopleandto gain experiencel havebeenable

to gain selfconfidencethrough this projectand

would be happyto participatein other European
projects like this amazingone in the future in

parallelto myworkin the clinic€

Rachel CEREBermany (ECI)

OAfter some complicationsdue to the ongoing
pandemic, a first postponementof the dates
planned for the STSMand the uncertainty
whether | would be ableto fly to Norwayat all
up to the last moments,| was really glad and
relievedwhenl finally arrivedin Osloin August |
would like to thank Dr. Petter Hopp,who is not
only a great advisor as a SOUND control
member, but also a proficient provider of tips,
from placesto seeto great Norwegianliterature.
I really enjoyed my time in Oslo and at the
NorwegianVeterinarylinstitute.€

Gary DELALA®Bwitzerland (ECI)



https://sound-control.eu/open-calls/stsms/
https://sound-control.eu/open-calls/virtual-mobility-grants/

Selectedopic

Cattle diseaseghat are includedin SOUNDrontrol are listed as C,D or Ein the new

AnimalHealthLaw
IngeSantmarBerendsthe Netherlands

In the COSRAction SOUNLZontrol, we focuson
the topic of output-basedsurveillancefor cattle
diseaseswith either no or limited regulation
under EUlegislation Limited regulation means
that EU countries are not required to control
the diseasein their country. Countries can
voluntarily chooseto developa diseasecontrol
programmefor these diseaseshput if a control
programme is implemented, there are
regulations(e.g. IBR,EBL) Duringthe lifetime
of this Action the contents of the new Animal
Health Law ((EU)2016 429) becameavailable
Many diseases that were not previously
included in the regulation are now listed as
categoryC, D or E* in the new Animal Health
Law,whichwassetinto forcein April 2021

* For categoryC diseasesmeasuresare necessanto preventthe spreadof the

There are no mandatory regulations to
eradicatediseasedisted as categoryC, D or E,
nor are there input-based standards for
demonstrating that a country is free from
infection. However, in some situations
countriescanset additionaltrade requirements
dependingon their national diseasestatusand
the listing of the specificcattle disease Sofar,
Member States have either developed their
own specific control programme or have no
control programmeat all for thesediseasesAn
output-based evaluation of these country-
specific control programmescan support the
validity of the programmedesignand thus safe
trade within Europe Consequently, cattle
diseaseslisted as category C or higher are
includedin SOUNLzontrol.

diseaseto parts of the Unionthat are officially diseasefree or where eradication
programmesare in place (2018 1882. For category D diseasesmeasuresare

required to prevent the spreadof the diseasedue to its introduction into the
Union or movements between Member States For category E diseases,
surveillancewithin the Unionisrequired (2018 1882.


https://sound-control.eu/meetings-events/

Selectedopic

Controlprogrammedo supportdairy calveshealthacrossEUMember States

Elendrimia,Romania

Dairy calvesare susceptibleto a wide range of
healthissuesup to the ageof weaningbecause
of the sensitivity and the higher risks of
mortality. Moreover,  the longterm
consequence®f diseasesas well as the high
degreeof morbidity in unweanedcalvesleadto
a reduction in genetic potential in adults The
aim of the VM wasto attempt to map existing
disease control programmes(CPs)in Europe
that focuson, or at leastinvolve, dairy calves
Togetherwith the team memberswe drafted a
guestionnairewith 25 questionsrelatedto the
dairyindustry,calvesandcontrol programmes

Followingthe online interviews, we were able
to obtain information that showsthe existence
of CPsfor dairy calves The most common
diseasesfor which a CPhas been established
are Bovine Viral Diarrhoeaand Salmonellosis
Recommendations for developing CPs for
calves included diseases such as Bovine

RespiratoryDisease,Neonatal Calf Diarrhoea,
Cryptosporidiosisand Coccidiosis Main risk
factors associatedwith the reintroduction of
controlled diseasesare related to animaltrade
andcattle movements

The results show that the definition of calf
differs between countries In many EU
countriescalvesare cattle up to 12 months of

age (Romania,Northern Ireland, Hungary,the

Netherlandsgtc.), while othersclassifythem as
calvesup to 6 monthsof age(BelgiumHungary
andDenmark)

Thework is ongoingand at this point the first

resultsare available althoughwe are still trying

to involvemore countriesin this work. Theplan

isto producea publicationthat will include an

overview of the diseasecontrol programmes
implementedin Europe

Elena Irimia and those she hopes will benefit from her studies.
















